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PROJECT:

The Brown Institute for 
Media Innovation at 
Columbia University

LIGHTING DESIGN:

Buro Happold, New York, NY

HONORS:

AIA Award of Merit 

IALD Award of Merit

IESNA Award of Merit

IESNYC Lumen Citation

ARCHITECT:

LTL Architects

APPLICATION:

CUSTOM INDIRECT / DIRECT 
CEILING & WALLS

PRODUCT:

FLX STIX HDV Series TM 

historic Columbia University School of Journalism building, acts as an incubator 
for new platforms that engage the technological transformation of journalistic 

and visual openness of the existing double height volume.

the journalism profession to include the expansion of digital-centric, state-of-
the-art newsroom.  The main space utilizes mobile work tables that can be 

a continuous internal façade that resurfaces the original room, split horizontally 
into a millwork base and a translucent scrim. While the walnut base provides 
for physical engagement through built-in seating, storage and a large bleacher 
stair, the scrim acts to mediate light, conceal new technical systems, provide 
acoustical treatment and act as a screen for large-scale projection.

The versatile use of the space includes: conferences, media classroom, guest 
lectures, workshops, panel discussions, cocktail receptions, in addition to serv-
ing as an open workspace between programmed events. The lighting effort-
lessly transforms to support these varied programmatic needs.

The Brown Institute at Columbia University - New York, NY 

The Brown Institute for Media Innovation at Columbia University 
School of Journalism provides a unique academic experience devoted 
to the co-evolution of technology and storytelling. The award-winning 
design features a unique use of space and innovative lighting that ef-
fortlessly transforms to support the institute’s varied program needs.
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To embrace the interconnected concept of the space, the lighting design team of Gabe 
Guilliams and Pei-Chun Yang of Buro Happold selected a series of intertwining lumi-
nous elements to build a network of ambient light for the room. 

“We worked closely with the architects on the initial design in the ceiling,” remarked 
Gabe Guilliams. “ The idea started with a networking grid of light at the ceiling. We 
wanted to provide both direct and ambient lighting so the room would not feel flat with 
just the effect of indirect light.”

grid like series of indirect / direct lighting. Each element in the network provides indirect 
lighting along its length with a direct punctuation at its end.

The lighting design team selected Feelux Lighting’s versatile and compact linear FLX 
Stix LED
and ease of installation of this product really allowed the design team to successfully 
employ it in a number of different ways.

Embracing the Interconnected Concept of the Space.

Indirect lighting is provided by cutting 
the top half of the pipe away and em-
bedding Feelux Lighting’s FLX Stix low 
voltage linear LED fixtures inside. The 
dramatic result is an uplight effect with 
a glowing architectural element.

At the end of each tube on the ceiling 
grid is a glowing light. The FLX Stix fix-
ture was mounted to a tongue on the 
pipe and covered with a 1 1/2” diffuser 
cylinder that slid over the tongue and fix-
ture. This acrylic tube creates an exten-
sion of the steel tube and enhances the 
architectural element with a soft glow.

Photo Credit: Chris Coulter 
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Carefully designed wall panels expose or shield the windows, 
depending on the needed function for the room. Closed pan-
els provide a blank canvas for a variety of media content to be 
viewed throughout the room. 

The panels are backlit from the perimeter scrim with sections of 
the FLX Stix.  The panels add depth and richness to the space 
and backlighting allows the room to be illuminated in multiple 
ways.  Eliminating the overhead lighting and dimming the pe-
rimeter maximizes perceptibility of projected imagery, while re-
ducing peripheral contrast and resulting eye strain.  “We knew 
they were planning to have multiple events types relative to 
a traditional classroom setting, so we provided flexibility to 
meet all of these needs.” - Gabe Guilliams.

“We needed to address reflection of backlight fixtures on the scrim that came from the windows 
at night”, commented designer Gabe Guilliams.”The FLX Stix magnetic mount provided an easy 
means to adjust the placement of each fixture to avoid reflection.  This was done simply and 
efficiently by our design team on-site without having to involve the contractors.

Lighting effortlessly transforms the room to support a variety of experiences.

All zones are created with 
the FLX Stix luminaire at 
3000K. The ambient lay-
ers of light from the wall 
panels, direct and indirect 
lighting are all managed 
with a state-of-the-art con-
trols system and dim in re-

sponse to daylighting.
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The layers of light throughout the Brown Insti-
tute for Media Innovation are brightly lit with 
Feelux Lighting FLX STIX HDV SeriesTM (HO) LED 

-
minaire provided the ideal solution to illuminate 
the ceiling grid and wall panels.  The versatile 

magnets or mounting brackets and a variety of 

various lengths required throughout the proj-

space makes maintenance easy.

voltage DC 24V transformer and features a 
quick connection system.  The variety of acces-
sories for connecting cables, side feeds, power 
feeds and magnetic mounting  provided a 
versatile and cost effective tool set for installa-
tion.

FLX STIX HDV Series™ (HO)
Product Features:

• Seamless Illumination
• Ultra Slim Profile with High Output Light
• Full range of dimming 
• Efficiency : 75lm/W @6.3 W/ft. 
• Available in 2700K, 3000K, 3500K, 
   4000K, 6000K
• Voltage: DC 24V
• Color rendering: Ra>80
• ETL and CE listed
• Snap together feature for easy 
   installation and mounting with internal 
   mounting magnets (standard feature)
• Nominal: 6”, 1’, 2’, 3’ and 
   4’ Standard Lengths 
• Quick Ship Program

Photo Credits: Gabe Guilliams and Chris Coulter - Buro Happold, Miichael Moran/ OTTO    Feelux Lighting Copyright  ©2015.          Version 1.0_07_2015

P
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
y:

©
 M

ic
h
a
e
l 
M

o
ra

n


